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I was very grateful to all at the beautiful new Masjid Muadh ibn Jabal, Leicester for the
warmth of their welcome on our recent visit. Our hosts kindly took the time to guide us
around all of the building and then generously shared a delicious lunch with us. When we
asked if we might offer something in return for their hospitality the reply was touching:
‘We will only accept the promise that you will come and do this again and bring more people
with you next time.’
‘…the promise that you will come and do this again’ is a telling phrase. It points not only to
the generosity of our hosts, but also to the beginning of a positive relationship. We must reciprocate and welcome them here to our parish again, and take up their gracious invitation to
return to the Masjid.
But beyond this, the phrase ‘…the promise that you will come and do this
again’ reminds me of the inbuilt generosity which is at the heart of our
faith. Every week in our churches we make a response to an injunction, an
invitation to ‘do this in remembrance of me’. Every week we take bread and
wine and, remembering Jesus’s self-offering, we leave strengthened to live
his risen life and invite others to share in God’s generosity. Shared hospitality, vital to so many faiths, is at the heart of our faith too, and we try to live it
out in the rest of the week by God’s Grace.
Words from the franciscans.org.uk
As God welcomes us to share the life of the Kingdom so we seek to share that welcome with
those whom we meet or who come to us – in humility, generosity and compassion.

ST.ANDREW’S CHURCH – ROTA OF SIDESPEOPLE
May 2022
Sunday 8th May

10:45 am

Gill Irons & Kathy Gibb

Sunday 22nd May

10:45 am

Eric & Flick Craven

If any of these dates are inconvenient, please arrange to swap with someone, or if you have
a problem contact Julia Bowder on 01536 771539.

Mosaic returns to Great Easton Church
4 years ago, we were entertained by this talented group of singers from the East
Midlands. They will be singing unaccompanied music from the 16th to the 21st
century and their wide repertoire of classical and popular music should provide
something for everyone.

Please note this will be a short service of the
word and will not include Holy Communion.

GREAT EASTON & DISTRICT
LOCAL HISTORY
SOCIETY
th
Wednesday, 25 May
7.30 pm Village Hall

Canon Malcolm Britton
author and churchwarden

gives an illustrated talk about

BROOKSBY

the village, its history, its famous college,
its well-known personalities and families
Visitors are always warmly welcome at our relaxed and informative meetings
– only £3 entrance fee, includes refreshments -so why not come along and spend an enjoyable evening with us!

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 2022
Medbourne cum Holt
We hope that you all have the following dates in your diary for four days of fun and celebration on this unique occasion. Have you got your flags and bunting to decorate your
houses so as to create the atmosphere necessary to make these events memorable, if so
then you might win The Platinum Jubilee Best Dressed House Competition? Winner to be
announced at The Big Jubilee Lunch.

Thursday 2nd June - Holt Road, Medbourne
8.30 - Refreshments and hot dogs (courtesy of the Parish Council)
9.45 - Lighting of the Beacon (courtesy of the Beaty Family) which will be one of many
across the country and the Commonwealth, to express our appreciation and gratitude for
Her Majesty’s extraordinary service.

10.00 - Amazing 7 Minute Firework Display - please come to celebrate and you may
be the lucky one to press the “red button” to start the display

Friday 3rd June
1.15 Bellringing
2.00 Special Thanksgiving Service for the Queen at Medbourne Church - with Chris
Ouvry-John, Director of Music, Leicester Cathedral (Organist), Mariana Dickson (Soloist)
and John Pacey (Trumpeter), and a representative of the Lord Lieutenant of Leicester

2.45 Tea and cakes supplied by the WI either in the church or outside if the weather
is sunny

Saturday 4th June
Village Treasure Hunt and Activities at the Sports Club. The bar will be open. Details in
due course.

Sunday 5th June
Big Jubilee Lunch - 12.30
To be held in the Village Hall grounds and along Main Street
Everyone in both villages is invited for lunch which will be funded by donations from the
Parish Council. Fancy Dress Parade, Best Crown Competition, Boat Race, cutting of the
Platinum Cake, and music.
Tables will be supplied but you will need to bring with you chairs, plates, cutlery, glasses
and drinks. Gazebos if the weather is inclement. All the food will be supplied by the Jubilee Committee.
We will be looking for volunteers nearer the date to cook and bake and will be finalising
numbers at the beginning of May.
A leaflet will be posted into everybody’s letterbox nearer the time requesting details of
who will be attending which event so that we have an idea of numbers for catering purposes..

Please contact one of the following Jubilee Committee Members if you would like to volunteer, have a stunning idea or would like to make a donation.

Meriel Godfrey - 07867506284, Gill Pemberton - 01858 565214, Elaine Hall - 01858
565305, Lynn Easton - 01858 565364, Gillie Wilson - 01858 565404, Penny Polito - 01858
565889, Janet Meek - 07515435905

News May 2022
As Spring really gets established, we have all enjoyed
watching our frogspawn change and develop. The children have used the magnifying glasses to take a closer
look at the changes taking place – they have been fascinated and intrigued by the change from “little blobs” of
frogspawn to seeing the “wriggling and moving black
things” to the eventual “look they are swimming!” creatures. Hopefully we may be lucky enough to see them
change to frogs.
Also we have enjoyed planting seeds with the children. We have made some ‘cress-heads’
which the children take home where they can watch them grow and hopefully sample the
cress. When we plant nasturtiums together we look at the seed packet and observe all the
different coloured flowers. The children are encouraged to predict which colour their seed
will grow into. Alongside all this learning about growing and changing the children have
been playing in our pop-up Garden Centre where they can take turns using the tills, baskets, tools, seed packets, plant catalogues and gardening gloves.
Our outside space lends itself to further opportunities for the children to observe changes
in nature – growth of flowers, noticing the changes all around us, seeing the trees in bud,
watching the birds gather material for their nests, embarking on the ever-popular insect
hunt around the grounds.
On the same horticultural/nature theme please do pay a visit to the Plants on the Pavement event outside 50 Main Street, Medbourne where there is a huge selection of home
grown plants available to buy. The stock changes all the time with new and different
plants added on a weekly (and sometimes daily) basis. All proceeds are for Medbourne
Pre-school.

Volunteers Needed!
Medbourne Village Hall Committee
Whether long term village resident or newcomer, working or retired, if you could spare
some time to be part of the team managing your village hall, then you would be making a
real contribution to the local community.
Phase 1 of the village hall redevelopment was completed in 2021 and further major works
are planned in the future, so it's an exciting time to join a forward thinking, active and enthusiastic team who look after the day-to-day running of the village hall.
Volunteering opportunities are available now for a Secretary and also for someone to take
responsibility for Bookings. Both roles are vital to the smooth running and overall management of the village hall.
For further details please contact: Brian Godfrey ( Chairman ) 07831 618 994

Medbourne cum Holt WI
At our meeting on 9th March we welcomed Jean Savage of Hallaton who came along with a
display of baskets and other items she has made using her craft of willow weaving.
Using various types of willow, some of which she grows in her field at Hallaton, she makes
a vast array of things and showed us how to start off weaving the base for a basket, with
varying degrees of success!
Our next meeting on 13th April is our Members Evening, which this year will be our Annual
Dinner in the Village Hall provided by Zest, a fantastic mobile chef who has cooked for us
on a number of occasions. We usually hold the dinner in January but due to Covid 19 it
was delayed until April.
Visitors who would like to join us for any of our meetings will be most welcome, especially
anyone from Great Easton now that their group has closed. A meeting which would be of
interest to many of you will be on 13th July when Jim Bolton will tell us stories behind the
history of Oakham Castle.

After a two year break due to the Covid 19 pandemic, Blaston Show is back, bigger and
better than ever. As usual it will run on the last Sunday of June, this year 26th June, however
changes are afoot in as much as it has moved to a new showground, a mile or so from the
previous site but still just outside the village of Slawston. There will be extra space and
scope to accommodate more of everything visitors have loved about the Show over the last
60 plus years and, new for this year, the Show incorporates the Blaston Hound Show.
As ever, this fabulous family day out will be jam packed with things to see and do for all ages. Exhibitors and spectators come from across the region, and there is something to appeal to everyone.
Tickets can be bought on line at www.blastonshow.co.uk or on the gate, which opens at
8am on the day. Entrance to the Show costs from £5 for 13-16 year olds (12 and under are
free) to £12.50 for over 16s. However, Blaston Membership is also available at £30 for two
adults and two children – with plenty of member benefits. New members are warmly welcomed, application forms can be found on the website.
Where: Blaston Showground, Langton Road, Slawston, Market Harborough LE16 7FA
When: Sunday 26th June 2022
For more information visit www.blastonshow.co.uk.

Face at the window by Colin Smith
I am not at my best first thing in the morning. Colleagues would probably want to expand
that statement to include the rest of the day, but that’s another issue. I suspect that my
wife would agree. Although we travelled on the same bus, she invariably left before me to
be at the front on the queue. I was always at the back. In my defence I can plead that
standing in the rain waiting for the 8.10 bus to the City is not conducive to mental lucidity.
Especially when it is a mind-numbing routine, repeated day after uneventful day. As the bus
pulls to a stop, my main concern is whether I shall sit or strap-hang for the next half hour.
As it slowly draws past me, I scan the windows to assess my chances of a seat, usually in
vain.
On that fateful day, my attention was drawn to the face of a girl at the bus window; the
most beautiful face I had ever seen. It took my breath away. I was rendered immobile as
the force of personality in that face demanded all my attention. I was left standing as the
rest of the passengers surged past me to board. I heard the bell ring and the bus prepared
to draw away. As the door began to close I awoke from my reverie, and just managed to
jump aboard.
There was no chance of a seat, so I pushed past my fellow standing passengers to get as
near as possible to that face and drink in its intoxicating beauty. I had one thought, to engage with that breath-taking loveliness. On studying her from close quarters, it was clear
that her features and skin were without blemish. She was perfect. I felt obsessed by a power I could not control or resist. I felt under her spell. I was captivated.
I must have stared at her so obviously that she noticed, for suddenly she lifted her head,
turned her face towards me and smiled. I could not believe it. She smiled. That beautiful
face actually smiled at me. It was a smile that radiated love, love everlasting. In that moment I was possessed with such a sense of over-powering pleasure and fulfilment that I forgot I was on the number 47 bus into the City; forgot that I faced another stressful day at my
desk; forgot that I had never met this exquisite creature before. I had but one thought, I

must know this girl, talk to her, touch her, be close to her, spend my whole life with her.
Not to do so was unthinkable.
It was while I was in this delirium of happiness that she put out her hand and touched
mine. Her touch was warm, soft and gentle. It was the touch of kindness. Her beauty was
not superficial, it went through to the very core of her being. My over-heated brain wrestled with the question, had there ever been, could there ever be, such perfection in one
human being?
I struggled to speak, but could not form words adequate to express my feelings.
At the next stop she took my hand and guided me off the bus. I freely admit that I was prepared to follow her wherever she chose to take me, without question and without regret. I
was under her spell. My legs were shaking, my stomach felt sick, my heart was racing. She
seemed to know instinctively what I needed, and took me into the nearest coffee shop,
found me a seat and ordered a large Americano.
After I had downed the restorative liquid, I regained my power of speech and tried to tell
her how I felt. She shushed me quiet, patted my hand and said, ‘That’s alright darling, just
relax. It’s this new range of make-up and fragrance I’m wearing. It’s called Irresistible. You
gave it to me for my birthday, remember.’

Invitation
If you enjoy reading these short stories and would like to try creative writing in a friendly,
supportive group, do contact me. We meet on the third Saturday morning, 10am to
noon, of each month in Drayton village hall to hear each other’s stories and poetry. Not
sure? Then just drop in and listen, you will be very welcome.
colinsmith3438@gmail.com; 07787 465527

May has so much going for it with the spring blossom hanging on with the last of the Tulips
showing of their lovely colours, early summer knocking on the door, warmer weather
hopefully to come what else can we look forward with enjoying our green spaces?
If you planted your potatoes last month they will be popping their heads up with
young fresh leaves they
are very
prone to frost, ensure that you keep them covered over to
Contact
: secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org

prevent them being frosted otherwise it will kill them off. By earthing them up it will also
make sure that more potatoes are kept in the dark and make more, if the potatoes can
see the light, they will become green which is poisonous to eat.
“Catch crops” is a term used on vegetable plots, it’s where you have planted the
main crop eg Runner beans which take a while to grow, you may have space between the
rows and you could sow a quick crop eg. Lettuce, Raddish or Spring Onions these will be
ready to eat sooner than the main plant for the area.
Daffodils may have finished flowering a while ago but you must not cut the foliage
off until six weeks have passed, I hope you have managed to feed them with a liquid or
granular feed as they dying down. If they did not flower this year (Blind Bulbs) or have
been flowering less each year it could be down to the bulbs being congested, not deep
enough ie they have worked them selves up to the surface, if they are grown under trees
the tree canopy is getting larger and the bulbs can’t get enough light and water when
growing and dying down. Bulbs which are Blind ie non flowering can be lifted and replanted but remember to always plant bulbs 2 and a half/three times the depth of the bulb.
When you replant do not cut off the foliage leave it attached and let it die down naturally.
This month sees the return of The Chelsea flower show in May for the first time in
two years, last year it was in September, if you are visiting, try and do some homework
and get a programme before you go so that you can plan out your day, take as many pictures/notes as possible, then if you watch the show on Television later in the week it may
help give you some ideas to bring into your garden. Talk to the show holders as they are
there with a wealth of knowledge help you.
Talking of Chelsea flower show, we carry on the theme in our gardens, that many
herbaceous plants are growing away strongly at this time of year, and you can stake them
with canes, pea sticks or plant keepers/restrainers to ensure that they don’t flop over
other plants or the lawn. Many plants such as Hylotelephium (Sedums), Solidago(Golden
Rod)Nepeta (Cat Mint) and Helianthus Lemon Queen (Perennial sun flower) you can do
the “Chelsea Chop” which is when you can cut back any of the above plants down by a
third/half in height, this will make the plants more bushy and flower later in the season.
As most of the hard frost will hopefully have passed by now you can now prune the
following plants down Penstemon, Caryopteris and hardy fuchsia down to a low framework as low as possible to where new growth has started, as with all pruning give them
some feed/organic matter to help them get going for the season.

Alistair Tip:
Hold back from planting out your tender bedding plants to soon in case of Jack Frost!

Advertisements

We Need Your Support!
Without the continued support of our local businesses
who advertise with us, Parish Councils, Clubs and Societies our Parish Magazine wouldn’t be possible.
If you are a local business and would like to support us
please do get in touch.

E: secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org

Would you be interested in sponsoring
our Parish Magazine?
Email or Telephone
the office to discuss
ideas or options.
secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org
07802 246257
Tuesday & Thursday
8.30 –12.30

To advertise here
Contact:
secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org

Advertise your Business Here.
Help Support the Magazine
For All Enquires:
Email: secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org

Medbourne Post Office and
Village Stores
Monday - Friday 08.00 –13.45 14.15- 17.30
Saturday

08.00 - 13.00

Sunday

08.30 - 12.00

POST OFFICE, FRESH BREAD & PASTRIES,, NEWSPAPERS, GROCERIES,
FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES,
DELICATESSEN, COTTAGE DELIGHT
PRODUCTS, SANDWICHES, CHILLED DRINKS,
GREETINGS CARDS.

Springbank. Medbourne,
Leicestershire, LE16 8EB
Telephone: 01858 565928

01536 625725

