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Come and join us!
Come and sing!
An early Lammas
While Zoom church meant that at least we were able to see each other during lockdown,
and be virtually together, among the things that many of us have missed during lockdown
are the chance to celebrate festivals together with gusto; and opportunities to sing together
as part of our worship. I would add that our services outside our church buildings, particularly when we have enjoyed the hospitality of the Johnson family Rectory Farm in Great
Easton, have also been sadly missed.
I am delighted to be able to write that we are holding an early Lammas Service on Rectory
Farm, by kind permission of Philip Johnson, on Sunday July 4th at 3pm, at which we will
gather together safely and at we hope there will be opportunities for us to sing together
outside.
Lammas, or loaf mass, is a Christian festival (with pagan roots) which we revived in Great
Easton the Summer before lockdown after Centuries of absence. Historically, as part of the
celebration, the first fruits of the harvest - the first grains - were made into a loaf which was
brought to church and blessed, and prayers were said for the rest of the harvest. Processions also took place. As part of the pagan celebration, handfasting, marriage in which the
hands of the couple were tied together with strips of cloth, could take place. Though there
were no marriages in our 2019 celebration(!), there was an echo of handfasting as we
joined hands together (in those heady days before social distancing) as a congregation as a
sign as our belonging together as the body of Christ and sang. The children also led a procession around the church that year, playing instruments and making a joyful noise as they
went.
Though the festival was celebrated on August 1st by tradition, changes in the cycle of modern farming, and approaching school holidays mean that nowadays, in 2021, we are cele-

brating Lammas earlier. All ages are welcome for this enjoyable event. Please RSVP via the
Parish news website or by contacting Maria Wightman our Parish Secretary to help with
planning seating and with track and trace. Please also observe any restrictions which remain in place and bring a mask - we may be in the barn for part of the service, especially if
the weather is not with us! It is chance for us to gather together as a community, celebrate
all that makes us one, and to sing together outside.
To book please visit the News Website:
https://secretary2232.wixsite.com/sixsaintscircaholt
Alternatively contact the Parish Office: secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org

There are many opportunities within our parish for volunteers to help. We are presently short
of some church wardens, a treasurer and two secretaries within the parish.
There are also opportunities for people to help with being part of a rota for setting up for services in some of our churches.
If you feel you could help or would like to find out more please contact me on
07590829902.
Revd Stephen Bishop Rector

A Note
From The Secretary

Please follow Covid guidelines
and wear a face covering when
attending one of our services.
Thank you!

Please follow Covid guidelines
and wear a face covering when
attending one of our services.
Thank you!

It was lovely to have our first service in the church at the end of may, it was very
well attended by locals and people from the districts.
We are going ahead with having quotations for the repairs recommended in the
quinquennial.
A thank you to Amy Davies for preparing the church for the June service.
Please keep yourselves safe and well.
Mary Patston
Church Warden

The next service at Blaston St Giles is Holy Communion on Sunday 11 July at 9:00
am. Please do your best to come. We welcome all from the wider parish and
their visitors.
Family on Duty Reminder: July:

Viv Cory

August: Nini Murray-Philipson
WJBC

St. Andrews Church, Great Easton Update
In October 2020 we discovered a serious outbreak of death watch beetle in the floor in the side
chapel next to the pulpit, which had spread into the pulpit and the floor below, the choir stalls,
the pews and the pew platforms. Fortunately the outbreak had not yet spread any further into
the fabric of the church.
I am pleased to report that after protracted discussions with the Diocese in Leicester, all the infected timber work has now been treated by Rentokil. The remaining timber replacement and
repairs are due to be completed shortly.
The cause of the outbreak was that the floor boards around the pulpit and in the side chapel
were in direct contact with the outside wall of the church. The new flooring will be kept well
away from the wall!
I am also pleased to confirm that we have secured a 75% grant towards the cost of installing on
alarm system to protect the lead on the roof of the church. The alarm has now been installed
and is awaiting commission later this month. It will result in a considerable reduction in the annual insurance premium and in the event of a future theft of any lead, the full replacement cost
will be covered.
The unexpected death watch beetle outbreak had to be treated as a matter of urgency to protect
the fabric of the church. The cost of this treatment has obviously had a major impact on the financial position of the DCC. Once the covid restrictions are fully relaxed, we can hopefully organise a number of specific social fundraising events in the village.

David Gibb

ST.ANDREW’S CHURCH – ROTA OF SIDESPEOPLE
JULY 2021

Sunday J
uly 11th
Sunday
July 25th

10.45 a.m Eastmond family
10.45 a.m David & Irene Gibley

AUGUST 2021
Sunday
August 8th
Sunday
August 22nd

10.45
a.m.
10.45
a.m.

Mary Henniker-Major & Philip
Kendall
Kathy Gibb & Vicki Barribal

Would you like to get involved with our
Church Community?
If you would like to find out about the different ways
through which you can get involved please do get in touch
we would love to hear from you.
We currently have a number of vacancies encompassing a
variety of duties and skills.
For further information or just a general informal chat about the roles please contact Revd.
Stephen Bishop in the first instance on 07590 829902 e: rector@sixsaintscircaholt.org or
contact the secretary (Tues & Thurs Mornings) 07802 246257
e:secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org

Look forward to hearing from you!

The following informative and often entertaining reports come originally from our
parish service registers, compiled between 1873 and 1913. These extracts were
annotated by Rev. John Hughes, vicar of Great Easton with Drayton 1978-1987,
and subsequently published as “A View from the Vestry” by Great Easton & District Local History Society in 2016.

The reports which follow were entered in the Great Easton service register by
Rev. Edward Bower Whyly, vicar from 1874 to 1893.

Canon Whyley must have purchased the Parish Room for Great Easton. It was a
Navvy hut built on the Drayton cutting of the railway. When he left the parish he
sold it to the Church for £30, “being the price agreed upon for the Parish Room
and its contents (except piano)”.
The Canon retired to “Wembley, West Worthing” and from there he sent the
Revd W.F. Wilkinson a receipt and the most beautifully written, and typical, letter
dated June 15 1893:

“Dear Wilkinson
Thank you for your cheque. I enclose formal receipt on the other side. I also

send the last fire insurance receipt. As no doubt you know, Hatton has the key
to the Room.
I resigned on Nov 11th, consequently there is due to me exactly one
month’s share of rents &c. I am sorry the Eccles(iastic) commissioners declined to pay Curate’s stipend. I had no difficulty about it, but then I was instituted within 3 weeks of the death of my predecessor.
The Mission Room at Drayton (which became the chapel) has been licensed not consecrated. I think the copy of the Bishop’s Licence is in the iron
chest at Bringhurst or perhaps at Great Easton.
Yes! The Stokes are a puzzle. There were once 7 Tom Stokes at one time in
the place.
Thank you for what you say about the sudden change of plan, or its unbusiness like character. I think I understand. I was most anxious for the Parish
to have the Room and as you see it goes for considerably less than half Langley’s valuation. I have written to him begging him to get his share of the business settled at once – I have received nothing from him except a very poor
price he got for waggonette and harness. I shall be so glad to get all settled.
With our kind regards
Yours sincerely
E.B. Whyley”

Canon Whyley died in 1903, aged 85. His successor in the parish from 1893
was William Farley Wilkinson, who reported in the Great Easton service register in March 1895:

“Great excitement on Fourth Sunday in Lent – March 24th 1895. The Evening
Service was held in the Old School Room. Full Evening Service was held and
the service was choral according to the usual custom. A tremendous gale had
been blowing during the afternoon, being at its height about 2.15 p.m. Two of
the pinnacles of the church had been blown down, one of which (that of the

south east corner) fell upon the roof of the nave penetrating it and causing a
large aperture immediately over the cross aisle between the south and north
doors. Part of the pinnacle fell into the church, falling into the seat third from
the pulpit, on the north side of the nave. In consequence of this it was impossible to hold the service in the church.”

Welland Writers
A New Creative Writers Group
Helen and I came from Suffolk to Drayton in September 2020, and apart from very friendly
immediate neighbours found ourselves in social isolation – like everyone else. After the
initial whirlwind of settling in I needed interaction with fellow mortals, and having enjoyed
creative writing for many years, I decided to start a new local writers group online. An advert in Nextdoor attracted eight replies. We were strangers, but within two weeks we had
our first online meeting and have since met monthly by Zoom to read and discuss our short
stories.
Our format is simple, at the end of each meeting one member volunteers to chair the next
meeting and chooses the writing topic for us. However, the topic is optional, members can
write on any subject of their choice, but most of us like the challenge. No, it’s not a bit like
turning over the ‘O’ level exam paper! More like opening a surprise present.
During our Zoom meetings we read our stories in turn, which we then discuss with a view
to encouraging each other with helpful comments and suggestions. This is an important
part of the meeting, and is how we improve our writing by passing on tips and learning
from each other.
Now we look forward to sufficient relaxation of the covid-19 restrictions to be able to meet
in the same space. If all goes well, this will be the third Friday in June when we can meet
for a couple of hours, either in a garden or indoors. Just as important as the writing will be
the social aspects of enjoying each other’s company over a drink and snack.
If you enjoy writing, or would like to give it a try, email or phone me for more information.
You will find that we are a friendly, inclusive group, helpful and non-judgemental.
Colin Smith, colinsmith3438@gmail.com, or 07787 465527

As ever we have had a busy and enjoyable term at Medbourne Pre-school. Despite
the disruption of Covid earlier in the year, all the children have thoroughly enjoyed
the term – especially as we have been able to make the most of the Village Hall
grounds.
We have enjoyed working our way through the alphabet with the older children –
all of whom have embraced this new topic. We also had a visit from Jo who
brought two newly born lambs which the children enjoyed stroking and bottle
feeding; each of the children planted an Alpine strawberry plant in a children’s old
welly boot; we’ve also enjoyed a variety of other activities such as making Father’s
Day cards, experimenting with mixing colours and embracing our outdoor kitchen!
We are delighted to have welcomed several new children during the term and look
forward to other new children starting with us in September.
As our older children get ready to start at their new primary schools, we wish them
and their parents all the best in this new chapter.
We currently have a limited number of spaces available for the September term ahead. Please
contact us more information at www.medbournepreschool.com

Please note this will be a short service of the
word and will not include Holy Communion.

Leaving
by Colin Smith

We are gathered on board the Mayflower in Plymouth harbour around mid-morning on 16
September in the year of our Lord 1620. There are 102 of us, men, women and infants, all
passengers in the care of our leader William Brandish. Our mission is to establish a colony in
the New World, where we can lead a new life of religious freedom, away from the oppression and corruption of the established church.
We should have departed on 20 July, accompanied by the Speedwell, but Speedwell sprung
serious leaks, making us return to harbour on three occasions, delaying our departure and
depleting our stores of food for the voyage and our first winter. It is now agreed that the
Speedwell is not fit for the voyage, so we have taken on some of her stores and 20 of her
passengers, adding to our overcrowded cabins and upper deck. To increase our anxiety,
ships coming into harbour over the past week report fierce storms in the Atlantic Ocean.
The Captain, Christopher Jones, has given the order to up anchor and set all sails to catch
the freshening breeze which will carry us over perilous seas to the safety of our new home.
Our emotions are a mix of excitement, fear and hope; excitement belongs to the young
men, fear to our faithful women and hope to our leaders. All of us put our faith in the Almighty. We follow William Brandish in kneeling to pray for a safe passage through the unknown and a safe deliverance to the other side.
As the sails fill, we feel the tremor of the aging hull tug against the anchor; then release as
she pushes against the swirling tide and gets under way. I feel a wave of nostalgia. England
is my home, my family and was the only future I could contemplate. As we part from the
harbour wall, all that changes. The familiar is replaced by the unknown and I feel panic rising as I face the reality of uncertainty ahead, uncertainty that is here and now and refuses to
go away.
We crowd the rails as water separates us from land. Quiet descends and we are still, but the
crew go about their work. Business and bustle on the quay are interrupted as people watch

our slow departure. Do they know what they see; a persecuted few heading with infinite
hope for an unknown life in an unknown land?
I look up at the sails filled with our sole motive power and marvel at the skill of the crew in
harnessing the force of nature. Then as I look out to sea, at the vast, featureless expanse
of nothing and I am struck by the skill of the captain in navigating us to our destination. I
turn back to the receding coastline, now an indistinct line in the distance. I watch until the
last vestige of England is gone, then turn my face to the west and put my trust in the Almighty.

If you belong to a local club or society, or indeed would like to submit an article please do get in touch. Copy must be received no later than the 5th of the
month. Email: secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org

Gardeners Corner July 2021
By Alistair Peak of (PGS) Peak Garden Services
Summer is well and truly here; I hope you have had time to enjoy some of the lovely
sunny days in your gardens and looking at what you have achieved this season. Are there areas that you can improve or are there some plants that are out of place? Take notes and
photos of what has worked or needs improving, it isn’t always easy to remember how things
were, when in the autumn plants can be moved around or removed.
Bedding plants are looking wonderful now, keep deadheading as this will encourage
many new flowers to come, watch if we get strong winds and rain as this can cause havoc
with flowers and even break off stems. Whilst looking at your containers and baskets ensure
that you are watering and feeding them regularly, whatever you do don’t let hanging basket
dry out otherwise you will struggle to rehydrate them, if you have to take them off their
brackets and plunge in a bucket of water, you may need the help of someone else to rehang
as they will be heavy.
The vegetable plots should be an array of produce to pick and consume, keep harvesting when they are young as they are tastier. Courgettes come in yellow and green, and a
must eaten when the about 20cm long/eight inches long, check them daily as they have the
habit of hiding under leaves, if you miss them, they can suddenly grow into marrows. You
still have time to sow salad crops eg lettuce, radishes and even spring onions, ensure the soil
is moist before sowing.
For those who remember Roy Castle and the Guinness Book of Records and if you are up for
trying to grow the biggest, longest and heaviest remember to keep watering and feeding as
they will need extra attention, Beans require a lot of water to help them set, remove any
dead leaves as this can be a sight for pest and diseases. Weeds can also harbour pests as
well so keep the hoe running through the plots.
House plants should be growing well at present however as we are in mid-summer it is
good idea to stand them outside for a few days and get some fresh air and if we have some
rain not too heavy this will help clean of the leaves. If you have a shady spot this would be
best.
Alistair Tip,
Earthing up your potatoes is important for more crop yield. Ask friends or neighbours to
help out with watering if away for on Holiday, (What’s one of those!)

Contact the secretary e: secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org
Alternatively call: 07802 246257
Deadline for copy 5th June 2021
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