Salsborough Kennels

Great Easton B & B

And Cattery

"Comfortable accommodation, open all year round"

A home from home for your beloved pets

01536-772581
6, High Street,
Great Easton
Leicestershire LE16 8ST
Email: davidjhankey@gmail.com
www.greateastonbed-breakfast.co.uk

Small and Medium dog grooming now re-instated.

NOW CLOSED FOR
BUSINESS

Eyebrook Wild Bird Feeds
Quality mixes and straights at farm gate prices,
mixed on our farm near the Eyebrook Reservoir

The

Parish Magazine

Visit our website: www.eyebrookwildbirdfeeds.co.uk
Rectory Farm, right of Church, Great Easton
Tel: 01536 770771

Open Friday & Saturday 9am - 5pm
Sunday 9am – 12 noon
You are welcome to collect at any other
time, but please telephone first

MEDBOURNE PRE-SCHOOL

EM DORMAN

FUNERAL DIRECTOR

Tues, Wed & Thurs 9.15 - 3.15
Held at Medbourne Village Hall.
Term time only
For ages 2 ½ - 5.
Limited places for 2 year olds
Flexible packages available. Funded places.

A family concern, giving 24-hour personal service to all areas.
Golden Charter pre-paid plans available
(help and advice without obligation)

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST
Tel: 01572 823976
A member of Society of Allied and Independent
Funeral directors

Contact Sara 01536 771368

PATRICK FISHER
CARPENTER
& JOINER

PJH
&
SONS

PHILIP J. HAMMOND & SONS
SOLICITORS

New and restoration work
Purpose made joinery

Commissioners for Oaths

47 FRIAR LANE, LEICESTER, LE1 5QX
TELEPHONE: (0116) 251 7171
FAX NO: (0116) 253 7370

e-mail enquiries@pjhammond.com
Website www.pjhammond.com

For a friendly and reliable service
Phone:
Tel: 01858 565117
Mob: 07805 495958

Contact Richard Hammond
Home visits possible
CAR PARK AVAILABLE WHILST VISITING THE OFFICE
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The Parish of Six Saints circa Holt
www.sixsaintscircaholt.org

December 2018 January 2019

The Parish of the Six Saints circa Holt
The Reverend Stephen Bishop
The Rectory, Rectory Lane, Medbourne, LE16 8DZ
Tel: 01858 565933 Mobile: 07590 829902
email rector@sixsaintscircaholt.org

CONSTRUCTION:
RENOVATION:
MAINTENANCE:

JOSEPH
WARBURTON

Carpentry & Building
Services

Vicarage Cottage
Main Street, Loddington
Leicestershire LE7 9XE
Home Tel: 01572 717302
Mobile Tel: 0774 04 2 6889

Parish Office: 01536 660568
During office hours only
Please note that there is no answer phone facility
Office Hours: Tuesday and Wednesday 9.00 am to 1.00 pm
Email: secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org
Please note any parish office revised opening days will appear
within in monthly magazine

Advent Carol
Service
St Nicholas Church
Bringhurst
6 pm
Sunday 2nd December
All Welcome

Supported by Great Easton and Medbourne Parish Councils, and other local groups and organisations.
Printed by Quantum Print Services Ltd, Earlstrees Industrial Estate, Corby, NN17 4AR
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Parish of the Six Saints circa Holt
January 2019 Services
6 January
8am
9am
10.45am

Epiphany
Eucharist at Great Easton
1662 Eucharist at Drayton
Eucharist at Medbourne

13 January
9am

Baptism of Christ/ Plough Sunday
1662 Eucharist at Blaston
(Please note that this service will be held at the home of
Nini and Robin Murray-Philipson)
Plough Sunday Service at Great Easton

11.00am
20 January
9am
10.45am

Third Sunday of Epiphany
1662 Eucharist at Bringhurst
Eucharist at Medbourne
Note: There will be no evening prayer at Great Easton

27 January
8am
9am
10.45am

Fourth Sunday of Epiphany
1662 Eucharist at Medbourne
1662 Eucharist at Stockerston
Eucharist at Great Easton

Wednesday Morning Eucharist Services
St Andrews Church, Great Easton
2 January
9 January
16 January
23 January
30 January

10.30am
10.30am
10.30am
10.30am
10.30am

ALL WELCOME
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The Rector’s Letter
December/January 2019
I was intrigued by a recent interview in which my childhood hero Paul McCartney spoke
of seeing God. Given McCartney’s roots in the 60’s, it is unfortunate from my
perspective, but perhaps not entirely surprising, that the vision, which occurred during
the height of The Beatles exploratory phase, was drug-influenced. McCartney stated that
his experience of ‘something higher’ occurred after taking the drug Dimethyltryptamine
(DMT) with the art dealer Robert Fraser and other people. The musician described his
experience as follows:
‘I saw God, this amazing towering thing, and I was humbled, And what I’m saying is, that
moment didn’t turn my life around, but it was a clue.It was huge. A massive wall that I
couldn’t see the top of, and I was at the bottom. And anybody else would say it’s just the
drug, the hallucination, but both Robert and I were like, ‘Did you see that?’ We felt we
had seen a higher thing.’
That McCartney should visualise the Divine as something greater, massive, more powerful
than he, and feel humbled in such a Presence is not that unusual in terms of many religious
traditions. That he should see God as a wall is something more unusual, something which,
in the present context, carries echoes of isolationist tendencies in contemporary politics.
Walls enclose. Walls deny access. Walls are, by their very nature are far from inclusive.
And so, while my instinct is to try to value the religious experience of others, I find it very
difficult, if not impossible, to identify with the content of McCartney’s vision of God as a
wall.
The Christmas story, which we are drawing close to celebrating once again, is about the
breaking down of the walls that might seem to separate the holy from the ordinary, the
everyday. In St Luke’s Gospel it is to shepherds ‘abiding in the fields’, the outsiders, those
on the margins of society, that angels, messengers of the holy, appear with good news.
While the Gospel’s description of the shepherds being ‘sore afraid’ carries with it the
sense of awe in the presence of the holy shared in some way by McCartney, the source
of their holy fear is very different. At the heart of the narrative is the holy revealed not in
the might and exclusion of a wall but in the vulnerability, weakness and openness of a
child born in a manger. As a Christian, I find myself challenged always, but in a more
concentrated way at Christmas, to look, in the light of the story of this birth, to be open
to the possibility of finding the holy in surprising ways, particularly in those who are
marginalised or devalued by the world, and to work to break down the walls that divide.
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Parish of the Six Saints circa Holt
December 2018 Services

The Boat of Injustice
Vulnerable God,
As we contemplate the wonder of your birth,
Stir in us the desire to cradle those who have no where to lay their head, That
together we may rock the boat of injustice.
Give us grace to offer our hands to those who reach out
That with faltering steps we may find a way home
And kindle our hearts to embrace the rejected and dispossessed
And so meet you face to face.
We ask this in your name. Amen.
Annabel Shilson-Thomas/CAFOD

The Revd. Stephen Bishop,
Rector

Come and Sing
Carols

(Please also refer to the Christmas services as noted on page 5 of this magazine)
2 December
8am
9am
10.45am
6.00pm

First Sunday of Advent (Year C)
Eucharist at Great Easton
1662 Eucharist at Drayton
Eucharist at Medbourne
Advent Carol Service at Bringhurst

9 December
9.00am
10.45am

Second Sunday of Advent
1662 Eucharist at Blaston
(Please note that this service will be held at the home of
Nini and Robin Murray-Philipson)
Christmas Tree Festival in Great Easton

16 December
9am
10.45am
7.00pm

Third Sunday of Advent
1662 Eucharist at Bringhurst
Eucharist at Medbourne
Carol Service at Great Easton

23 December
10.45am

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Eucharist at Great Easton

24 December

Christmas Eve
Please see page 5 of magazine for further details

25 December

Christmas Day
Please see page 5 of magazine for further details

30 December
10.45am

First Sunday of Christmas
United Eucharist at Drayton

With readings for Christmas

St James Church
Drayton
Saturday 15th December
6.30 pm

Wednesday Morning Eucharist Services
St Andrews Church, Great Easton
5 December
12 December
19 December
26 December

10.30am
10.30am
10.30am
No Service

ALL WELCOME
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Christmas Services 2018

Weekly Events
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Medbourne Tiddlywinks
Parent, baby and toddler group
Medbourne Village Hall
Line Dancing
Great Easton Village Hall
Parish Office, Great Easton Village Hall
Medbourne Pre-school
with lunch session
and an afternoon session
Medbourne Village Hall

2pm to 3.30pm
9am to 1pm
9.15am to 12.15pm
12.15pm to 1.15pm
1.15pm to 3.15pm

Art Club
Great Easton Village Hall

10am to 12 noon

Bell Ringing Practice
St Andrew’s Great Easton

7.30pm to 9pm

Ladies’ Choir
Great Easton Village Hall
8pm to 9.30pm
Parish Office, Great Easton Village Hall
9am to 1pm
Tai Chi
9.15am to 10.15am
Great Easton Village Hall
Medbourne WI (Second Weds of each month) - contact Meriel Godfrey 01858 565802
Medbourne Village Hall
7.30pm
Medbourne Pre-school
9.15am to 12.15pm
with lunch session
12.15pm to 1.15pm
and an afternoon session
1.15pm to 3.15pm
Medbourne Village Hall
Clubbercise
9.30am to 10.15am
Great Easton Village Hall
Medbourne Pre-school
with lunch session
and an afternoon session
Medbourne Village Hall

2 December

6.00pm

Advent Carol Service at Bringhurst

6 December

6.30pm

First Welland Valley Scout Group Carol Service
at Medbourne

15 December

6.30pm

‘Come and Sing Carols’ at Drayton Church
Wine and mince pies will be served

16 December

7:00pm

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols at Great
Easton

17 December

7:00pm

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols by Candlelight
at Medbourne

18 December

6.30pm

Fernie Christmas Cracker Carol Service
(Ticketed event)

19 December

7:00pm

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols at Stockerston

21 December

2:00pm

Bringhurst Primary School Christmas Service at
Great Easton

24 December

Christmas Eve
2:00pm
6:30pm

9.15am to 12.15pm
12.15pm to 1.15pm
1.15pm to 3.15pm

11.30pm
25 December

1st Welland Valley Scouts
Medbourne Village Hall
Beavers (6-8 years)
Cubs (8-10years) and Scouts (10-14 years)

Friday

10am to 12 noon

Vinyasa Flow Yoga with Racheleyoga
Great Easton Village Hall
Singing Sally
Great Easton Village Hall
Medbourne Tennis Club
Mon 9.00am - 11.00am
Wed 9.00am - 11.00am
Wed 4.00am - 5.00pm
Thurs 7.00pm onwards
Sun
10.00am - 12.00 Noon

6pm to 7pm
From 7pm
6.30pm to 7.30pm
2pm to 2.45pm

Adult coaching with James Muir
Club Morning All Welcome
Jnr coaching with James Muir (07895 286175)
Club night
Jnr coaching with Paul Hutchinson
(contact 07585 113596 for session standards)
Lessons (Group / Individual) are available with James, Paul and Mike Rickman 01858 565377
(by arrangement)

Christmas Day
9:00am
10:45am

31 December

Children’s service at Medbourne
to include a short Christmas play
Service of Lessons and Carols at Nevill Holt:
followed by refreshments
Midnight Mass at Medbourne
Christmas Eucharist at Stockerston
Christmas Eucharist at Great Easton

First Sunday of Christmas
10.45am
United Eucharist at Drayton
Carol Singing - In aid of the Children’s Society

10 December
12 December

7.00pm
7.00pm

Great Easton Carol Singing
Great Easton Carol Singing

ALL WELCOME
(Please also refer to pages 37 & 38 of this magazine for services times and churches)
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Gardeners’ Corner
December / January 2019

DRAFT SCHEDULE ONLY

By Alistair Peak PGS
With the ending of another year and the start of the next, the garden might be in slumber
but soon with an increase of light it will begin to wriggle it toes. By the end of January I start
to feel there is movement in the garden with the first of the bulbs showing their heads
above the soil line and it will not be long before they are in flower, watch this space!
If you have any produce stored in Garages or sheds, check on a regular basis for either being eaten or are going soft etc, however don’t just throw away, last winter was hard
for all so why not put some fruit out from time to time for the wild life.
We may be in the depths of winter but this is still a good time to move deciduous
plants, remember to prep the hole and reduce the top growth by two thirds, the plants will
then get away a lot quicker in the spring. The only rule of when not to do this is when it’s
either frosty, snowy or water logged.
Many of you will be having fresh Christmas trees this year, try and resist bringing
them into the house too early, why not give it some TLC before during and after. Before
when you bring it home cut off at least two inches or 75mm off the bottom then put in a
bucket of water for a few days. Try and keep it away from direct heat once brought in and
like all living things place it with a vessel so that you can water every few days to keep it
looking good. Afterwards try and take it to a recycling centre and it will be hopefully shredded which in turn can then be used as mulch.
When driving around the countryside and seeing into gardens I have noticed an
abundance of berries, if you intend to use them for Christmas arrangements I would suggest
cutting these sooner and placing them in a garage or shed as I have known them been
stripped of overnight if we get a very cold spell. Place into a bucket of water to keep them
looking fresh.
Check plants if they are attached to stakes, trellis on fences or walls that they are
secure and no branches have been broken due to bad weather.
Alistair’s Tip:
Has to be: I trust you will all have a Peaceful Christmas, enjoy a rest before the New Year
of 2019….. and then your ready to go.
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ABC’s
Tidy Gardens

REMEMBRANCE WEEKEND
Many people in our villages took part in a variety of events which were held to
commemorate the end of World War I one hundred years ago. There were two big events
in Great Easton village hall, there were beacons lit, church bells rung, songs sung, cakes
made and eaten and even a special line dancing performance. The focus for many of course
was the Remembrance Day service which concluded with the act of Remembrance at the
Great Easton War Memorial. All this involved much thought and hard work by an awful lot
of people. On behalf of many others, I believe, I would like to thank the great many
imaginative and public-spirited members of our community who were responsible for all this
and to everyone who took part. Such events reinforce the feeling that this is a
special place to live.

Offering a full range of services for
garden maintenance and landscaping.

A large team of male & female
workers to tackle everything in the
garden, but more importantly
NOT to let you down.
We are regularly in your area. For a
winter makeover, tree work, hedges,
fencing (all types), clearance etc,

call Alister on

I can’t begin to name all these splendid people but there are two people in Great Easton
who do deserve a special mention: Margaret Stamp who has done so much to identify, and
make known to the rest of us, the soldiers from the village who lost their lives during the
war and the other person is Clare Woodward who has made the most beautiful slate
plaques which now adorn the houses lived in by the soldiers who died. I do recommend
your seeking them out. They are each an individual work of art and will be a fine lasting
legacy. There is a plan showing where you will find them at the back of the church in Great
Easton. One house-owner who now has a plaque outside her front door commented
that it is like bringing the soldier home again. Quite a thought and many thanks to
Margaret and Clare for something so inspirational.

07815 889992

DSG Auto Services

For mobile servicing, repairs
and MOT failure work
for all cars and bikes carried
out
Reliable and friendly service
at competitive prices

Mary Henniker-Major

Dean:01536772622/
07976233262
Email : deano-tvr@hotmail.co.uk

GREAT EASTON VILLAGE HALL QUIZ

Simon Gladstone
Heating and Plumbing

Many thanks to everyone who came to the village hall on October 19th and took part in a
really fun quiz organised in aid of church funds. We were thrilled that the evening raised
£1130.

Domestic, Commercial, Industrial

Gas/Heating Engineer

6 Lounts Crescent, Great Easton
Market Harborough, Leicestershire
Tel: 01536 772620
Mobile: 07977924679

I’d like especially to thank Alice and Andy Murdock who put the quiz together and Kathy
Gibb who organised it all. Many thanks also to everyone else who helped – the cooks who
made the delicious chilli con carne supper and of course the washer uppers!

5344

Great Easton Village Hall

And well done the winners!

To Hire:
Please contact:

Mary Henniker-Major

01536 772562 or 01536 771506
enquiries@greateastonvillagehall.co.uk
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BLASTON NEWS

Post Office and Village Stores
th

The service in December and January will be celebrated at the Garden House on 9
December and the 13th January by kind invitation of Nini & Robin Murray-Philipson,
whilst the church remains closed.

Open Monday - Friday 08.00 - 17.30
Saturday
08.00 - 14.00
Sunday
08.00 - 13.00

Blaston St Giles has now remained closed to the public for twelve months whilst
approvals and permissions are being established. Hopefully in the New Year there will be
further news to share.

POST OFFICE, FRESH BREAD & PASTRIES, DRY CLEANING,
NEWSPAPERS, GROCERIES,
FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES,
DELICATESSEN, COTTAGE DELIGHT
PRODUCTS, SANDWICHES, CHILLED DRINKS,
GREETINGS CARDS.

With best wishes for a Happy Christmas and New Year
Wilfred Coon (Churchwarden)

Springbank. Medbourne,
Leicestershire, LE16 8EB
Telephone: 01858 565928

BRINGHURST NEWS
We are delighted to report that St Nicholas’ Church may be open for
worship in time to celebrate the Advent Carol Service on
Sunday 2nd December at 6 pm. Please do come along for this very special service which
begins the period of Advent in the parish.

December and January 2019 Church Services
A village reminder that the next village Eucharist Service will be held on
Sunday 16th December and Sunday 20th January 2019 at 9 am
ALL VERY WELCOME
Margaret Stamp (Churchwarden)

DRAYTON NEWS
A village reminder that the next village Eucharist Services will be held
at Drayton Church on:
Sunday 2nd December and Sunday 6th January 2019

To Advertise in the Magazine

ALL WELCOME

To advertise in this Parish Magazine please
contact the parish office either via email:
secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org
OR T. 01536 660568
(Tuesday / Wednesday 9am - 1pm)

David Hill - Brookes
(Churchwarden)
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LOCAL SCOUT GROUP NEED

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH
ROTA OF SIDESPEOPLE

Our local Scouts (1st Welland Valley) need adults for a variety of roles but
particularly leaders for the Cub Pack (8-10 years) meeting on Tuesdays
Medbourne.

December 2018

Give our young people the skills they need to succeed in life and discover how being part of the Scouting family can be as rewarding for you as it is for them.

Sunday 9th December

10.45 am

Gill Irons and Margaret Stamp

Sunday 23rd December

10.45 am

Vicki Barribal and Maureen Black

January 2019

See the Volunteering Poster online.
If you want to help or get more information
please call Debbie on 07985 723987
or email 1stwv@harboroughscouts.org.uk.

th

Sunday 13 January

10.45 am

Eric Craven and Flick Craven

Sunday 27th January

10.45 am

David and Irene Gibley

If this date is inconvenient, please arrange to swap with someone,
or if you have a problem - contact Julia Bowder on T. 01536 771539.

Ambassador

STOCKERSTON NEWS

Oil Heating Services Ltd
Boiler installations
Servicing
Breakdown repair
Tank installations
Aga/Rayburn servicing
and repair
Power flushing
General plumbing

The kennels have know closed so we wish Georgina and terry a happy retirement, they are
sadly missed by all local dog and cat owners.
On 1st November we held an Extraordinary General Meeting of the DCC to discuss church
security at Stockerston Hall - our thanks to Catherine and Harry, it was well attended.
On 18th November Alice Lillian Wendy Bowerman was christened by the Revd John Darrall,
latest granddaughter of Philip Bromwich and great granddaughter of Mary Patston.

01858
881118

Christmas: We are pleased to hold the joint Carol service with Blaston at St. Peter's
Church on Wednesday 19th December at 7pm Catherine and Henry Nicholson have kindly
invited everyone into the Hall for refreshments after the service for which we thank them.

www.ambassadorohs.com

As Blaston are sadly still unable to have a Christmas Day service the service at Stockerston
will be for both Blaston and Stockerston at 9am
We would like to wish all in the parish a very enjoyable Christmas and a happy and
prosperous new year.
Mary Patston (Churchwarden)
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GREAT EASTON CAROL SINGING
The dates for the annual carol singing around the village of Great Easton for The Children's
Society are Monday 10th and Wednesday 12th December.
Please could we meet at the church at 7 pm. Singers and collectors needed and the more
the merrier! We are accompanied by Sandra, Lloyd and Jeremy to keep us in tune! If you
haven't been before then come and join us this year.
Many thanks, Kathy and Jim

MEDBOURNE VILLAGE STORES
I would like to thank all of our customers for their support this year.
I would also like to say a very special thank you to the ladies who work in the shop.
They have helped me so much since I broke my foot. They are always amazing but
they have gone above and beyond over the last few weeks and the shop and
Post Office would have to have been closed on several occasions without them.
Not everyone realises how much goes on behind the scenes of the shop counter
and Post Office but they’ve kept all of those other things going whilst keeping
a smile on their faces for the customers when they must be exhausted.
Thank you.
Last ordering dates before Christmas:

GREAT EASTON & DISTRICT
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
There will be no meeting in December, so we wish you all a very happy and
peaceful Christmas, and look forward to seeing everyone again in the New Year.
Our AGM will be at the Village Hall on Wednesday, 23rd January, at 7.30pm,
when the evening will conclude with a bring-and-share supper.

17th December
20th December
22nd December

Ham
Fruit & Veg
Bread

Shop and Post Office opening times:
Monday 24th December
Christmas Day
Boxing Day
Thursday 27th December
Friday 28th December
Saturday 29th December
Sunday 30th December
Monday 31st December
Tuesday 1st January
Wednesday 2nd January

08.00 – 12.30
Closed
Closed
Closed
Closed
08.00 – 13.00
08.00 – 14.00
08.00 – 16.00
Closed
Normal

Visitors and guests are always warmly welcome – only £3
(including refreshments)
Great Easton History Society's popular publications
are on sale at our village shop
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GREAT EASTON GOOD COMPANIONS
On Thursday 6th December members will be going to the Plough in Caldecott at 12.30
pm for their Christmas Lunch. Please check with your driver for leaving time. Will members
who have not already paid please give £12.00 to Veronica on the day.
On Thursday 3rd January 2019 we are again invited to 2, Pitchers Lane at 12.30 pm for a
winter warmer lunch of soup ,nibbles ,dessert etc. ,served by the committee at a charge of
£2.00 per person. On this occasion there will be the usual raffle but no book exchange.
Meetings are usually held in the village hall at 2.30pm and visitors are most welcome
at a cost of £2 including refreshments

The Parish Magazine

GARRY HYDE

To advertise or to place an article in the magazine please email:
secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org

Interior and Exterior

Painting and Decorating
Glazing

In order to help with the distribution of the magazine the deadline date
for receipt of any article or advert has been agreed as the 5 th day
of the preceding month.

TEL: 01858 565215
MOB: 07795 096109

We cannot guarantee to included articles received after this date.
Please note that all Items for the February Issue
must be received by Tuesday 8th January for guaranteed inclusion.

RJM Plasterers

WEDNESDAY CRAFTERNOON

ALL ASPECTS OF
PLASTERING
UNDERTAKEN

Bring along your craft project to Great Easton Village Hall
and get busy in convivial company.

Contract
& Private

Every second Wednesday of the month. Some advance dates for your diary…!
12th December , 9th January, 13th February
2.00 - 4.00 pm

Over 30 Years Experience

£2 per session to include tea/coffee and biscuits

including Lime Mortar

For your free estimate from
your local plasterer call
01536 205005
07712 335 963

All proceeds to Village Hall Funds. For more info: contact Alice Murdock
E. aliz28a@hotmail.com

ALL WELCOME
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You are invited to a Christmas Coffee Morning
on Saturday 1st December 2018
from 10.30am until 12 noon
in Great Easton Village Hall
Cakes and produce, Christmas decorations, bulbs, raffle, gifts, cards, etc..
Entrance £2.00 to include tea/coffee and mince pies/homemade biscuits

The Medbourne Autumn Club
is holding a sale of Christmas wreaths in the Church Room of St Giles Church, on
Thursday morning, 6th December. A variety of wreaths will be available, either for your
front door or to hang inside your house. We can also make wreaths for graves in the
churchyard. We are happy to take any orders before the date.
Please contact Pat Nelson 565708 or Penny Polito 565889
Coffee or tea
Cakes
Mince pies

EVERYONE WELCOME!

Everyone welcome
Proceeds in aid of Church Funds
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Great Easton & District WI
At our annual meeting in November, Jill Irons was elected President. She was welcomed
by Isabel Wright . A record of the years activities were read out by secretary Maureen
Black and adopted. Wine and nibbles were served and enjoyed by all members.
On 3rd December, we will join for the Welland Valley group
carol service which this year will be held in Hallaton.
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 5th December when the demonstration will be by
the Cocktail Boys. This is an open meeting and members are asked to bring along a
friend. Also a parcel to the value of £2.00 which can be sold to raise money for
Ovarian cancer.
In January 2019, we will have a get together on the 2 nd of January with the
Annual Dinner being held on the 9th January.
Details to follow…... !

We wish all a merry Xmas and a Happy New Year.
Visitors are always welcome to the meeting on the first Wednesday
of the month at 7.30 pm.

Front Cover Acknowledgment:
A very beautiful and wintery scene in our stunning county …. Just as a little reminder
of last Winter…..!

Parish Website Information
The Parish of Six Saints circa Holt: www.sixsaintscircaholt.org
Medbourne: www.medbourne.org.uk
Great Easton : greateaston.org
Take a look at the websites above which all have lots of useful information.
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A Poem for the Parish Magazine
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Organ Recital at St Giles, Medbourne
by
Ivan Linford
On Saturday evening, the 17th November, we were entertained to a wonderful organ
recital by Ivan Linford who kindly gave his time and considerable musical talent to
produce what can only be described as a fantastic display of his complete mastery of
the organ.
His repertoire included pieces by Johann Sebastian Bach, George Frederick Handel,
Charles Hubert Parry, Edward Elgar, Pietro Mascagni and Pietro Yon. The event was a
spectacular rendition of beautiful music played with outstanding professional ability.
We are indeed lucky to have such a talented organist.
The event, which was well-attended, was free of charge including refreshments and wine
during the Interval. Donations adding up to £560.00 were received towards a fund that
has been set up to meet necessary repairs and overdue restoration works to our
beautiful organ.
A very big thank-you to Ivan for giving us his time and his tremendous expertise. A huge
thank-you too to those loyal helpers without whose assistance we could not have put on
this event. And finally, but very importantly, an enormous thank-you to everybody who
supported us and kindly donated so generously to this worthy cause.
Martin van Oppen
Churchwarden, St Giles’ Church, Medbourne

Medbourne Hollow Nature Area.
The Hollow continues to mature and thrive under the watchful eye of Bryan Smith. Water management has been a feature of this summer and the deep water has survived the
hot spell well and has provided a good environment for Moorhen, Mallard and Kingfishers as well as the aquatic plants, frogs, butterflies and dragonflies. The summer visitors
included Chiffchaff, Blackcap and Willow Warbler. The trees and shrubs have provided
welcome shade in the summer and are now starting to show their autumn colours and
dropping their fruits and apples as a feast for the wildlife.
Bryan has been busy pruning and tidying the area whilst the bird feeders have been off
duty as the birds enjoy the abundant natural food at the Hollow and the surrounding
fields and hedges. However, the time is fast approaching where we will need to set up a
rota to feed the birds over the winter. If you would like to join the bird feeding team,
then contact Ann Price on 01858 565371.
26
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Holly Wreaths For Sale
ON WEDNESDAYS

We are now taking orders for Christmas Holly Wreaths & Crosses
Plain wreaths £8.00 each
Door wreaths with ribbons £10.00 each
Plain Crosses £10.00 each
Please ring Elaine Hankey on 01536-772581 or enquire at Great Easton village shop.

Great Easton & District WI.
On Wednesday 5th December
we have the Cocktail Boys
coming to give a talk and demonstration
on the making of cocktails.
We are inviting members to bring a visitor to help with the tasting.
There will be a small charge to cover the cost of the drinks.
This should be a very happy evening and help us get
into the spirit of Christmas.
16
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The Black Death
by Anne Wallis

Bubonic and pneumonic plague, later known as the Black Death, started in China in
1346. It was spread by travellers and traders, reaching Italy in 1347. It spread across
Europe by person to person contact and by the fleas of the black rat. In 1348 the
plague was brought to England by ships sailing into Melcombe in Dorset and
other ports in the south.
By 1349 it had reached Leicestershire. At least one third of the population are
thought to have died. The archaeologist Carenza Lewis, who came to Great Easton
with Time Team, has studied medieval pottery finds in villages. Large amounts of
early medieval pottery are found, but much less after the Black Death, indicating a fall
in population. This can be shown in Great Easton where we have studied pottery
from the village and surrounding fields.
There was also a disease of sheep and cattle at this time. Henry Knighton, a canon of
Leicester Abbey, lived through the plague and wrote an account of conditions in
Leicestershire villages.
“Sheep and cattle were left to wander through the fields and among standing crops
since there was no one to drive them off or collect them. For want of people to look
after them they died in untold numbers in the hedgerows and ditches all over the
country. So few servants and labourers were left that nobody knew where
to turn for help.”
This is what life would have been like in our parish. Great Easton had an additional
problem: being only a chapel of the mother church of Bringhurst, it had no burial
ground. There was the difficulty of carrying the bodies up the hill, and Bringhurst
churchyard would not have been big enough to bury them all. Great Easton appealed
to the Bishop of Lincoln for a burial ground at St Andrew’s church. This was granted,
at first on a temporary basis but it became permanent.
Eventually the plague died out and village life returned to normal. For those who
survived living conditions improved. Because of the shortage of labourers they were
able to demand higher wages, and more land was available to rent or buy.
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GREAT EASTON PARISH COUNCIL
Thank you to all who took part and helped over the Armistice weekend. The events set a
perfect tone for the commemoration and shows that our community is as strong as it was
100 years ago.
Special thanks go to the organisers: Margret Stamp, memorial books, walk and inspired idea
for the plaques; Clare Woodward for the beautiful plaques themselves; Alice Murdock for
the poppy fest and general assistance; Ela Yates and the choir including Beth Raine and
Sorcha Whyte, Louisa Feltham and GELT and Cath Lupton's line dancers for the Saturday
evening entertainment; David Murcott and the bell ringers; Hannah Hemmings and the
Bringhurst school choir for the tea party; Phil Johnson and Andy Murdock for hosting and
supervising the Beacon. Also thanks to Dan who played the last post so beautifully at the
beacon. A true community effort.
Thanks also go to Ian Drummand and all the volunteers who helped with the siding
out of the path to Bringhurst school.
Phil Long, Great Easton Parish Council

A Celebration of
Christmas

Great Easton Village
Calendar 2019
These unique, local calendars will soon
be available!! They can be purchased
from me or from
‘Great Easton P.O. and Stores’.

Harborough Singers
Carols from the Harborough Singers
& Seasonal Readings
read by Jemma Redgrave

BUY EARLY
FOR CHRISTMAS
Proceeds will be donated to the
‘Village Hall Fund’
to assist with the maintenance
of the building.

Saturday 15th December

BUY LOCALLY AND
SUPPORT THE
VILLAGE COMMUNITY!!

St Dionysius Church
Market Harborough

7.30 pm
(Doors open at 6.45 pm)

Tickets: www.harboroughsingers.com
E. xmasticketing@gmail.com
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House Sitter
Dog/Cat
Small Animal Sitting
Plants and Gardens watered
Fish Ponds looked after
Dogs groomed,
Trimming, Bathing and Brushing

CHANTAL
Ex Salsborough Kennels
100% reliable
Tel:
07486 448239
E. rshowers44@gmail.com

Book-keeping
Accounts
VAT returns
Sage User

Lynn Bradley
Book Keeping Services
Telephone: 01858 434850
Mobile: 0779 064 5449

MICHELLE ONGLEY

Sweet Hedges Farm

Allexton Road, Stockerston
Tea Rooms

Reflexology
Maternity Reflexology
Massage
Aromatherapy Massage
Natural Nutrition Colon Hydrotherapy

Open for breakfast, lunch and afternoon tea,
all year round (closed Tuesdays).
Group parties catered for by appointment.

07973 287 361 / 01536 770 610

Tel: 01572 717398
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MACHT

Natural Therapies

www.HealTheSoul.co.uk
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Medbourne War Memorial
Sunday 11th November saw the whole nation involved in acts of Remembrance to honour the men who lost their lives in both World Wars. This was particularly poignant in
our local communities as there are descendants of the casualties still living in our villages.
In the November edition of the Parish Magazine eighteen casualties were listed in
Medbourne, but in fact there were nineteen, there were two H. Burrows, Harold and
Harvey believed to be cousins. In 1913 Sir Bache Cunard was in severe financial difficulties and as a result left Nevill Holt and the estate was sold piecemeal between then and
1919. As a result all the estate workers lost their jobs and many men, having finding
it difficult to find employment joined the Army.

Great Easton Little Theatre
Date for your diary …!
‘Treasure Island’
Will be performed on Friday 25th January 2019 at 7.30 pm, Saturday 26th January at 2 pm &
7 pm & Sunday 27th January at 3.30 pm in Great Easton Village Hall..
Please see overleaf on page 21 of this magazine for more information

For those readers who are interested to learn more about the human side of the
Medbourne casualties please log on to www.medbourne.org.uk / on the home page click
on the left hand photograph / click on History in the next menu / click on Stories in the
sub-menu / the relevant article is the top one headed Medbourne War Memorial, then
scroll down to read the full text. Readers may also wish to read the second listed article
about the men who served in World War One but came home.
Keith Sandars

Parish Office Opening Hours in
December/January 2019
Just a brief note to confirm that the Parish Office will be open on
December 2018
Tuesday 4 December and Wednesday 5 December
Tuesday 11 December and Wednesday 12 December
Tuesday 18 December and Wednesday 19 December
January 2019
Wednesday 2 January
Tuesday 8 and Wednesday 9 January
Tuesday 15 January and Wednesday 16 January
Tuesday 22 January and Wednesday 23 January
Tuesday 29 January and Wednesday 30 January
The office is open between 9am and 1pm T. 01536 660568
The Parish Office
E. secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org
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