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It is a truism but nonetheless true that there are two certainties in life, namely, death and
taxes. The Jesus of the Gospels is depicted as speaking on both of these immutable realities, whilst himself living in some uncertainty as an itinerant preacher. Jesus operated in a
context in which his words and actions were not always appreciated or welcomed.
Our present context, marked as it has been by the political change of Brexit, the unsettling
change of a global pandemic, and now the stark realities of war in Ukraine, sees many of us
feeling cut loose from our moorings, at sea, and subject, in unexpected, unanticipated
ways, to life’s storms.
Humanity thrives on a healthy balance between a degree of certainty in life, and a manageable measure of the right kind of interesting change. We require the normal, the quotidian,
the routine to provide a sense of stability. Yet we also require, in smaller doses, a little uncertainty to make life interesting and slightly (albeit manageably) unpredictable, to avoid
the tedium of unbroken, constant routine. If everything in life is predictable, we may well
feel stuck in a rut; but if everything is uncertain then we may well be anxious about the future.
Might I therefore suggest that Holy Week offers for us a good balance of the predictable
and unpredictable? There is the unpredictability of the crowd, cheering ‘Hosanna!’ on Palm
Sunday and jeering ‘Crucify him!’ on Good Friday. There is the predictable realpolitik of Pilate; and the equally predictable institutionalised brutality of Rome. These two forces combine together to remind me of Hannah Arendt’s telling phrase from her observation of the
Nuremberg war trials- ‘the banality of evil’.
Chiefly, in the Gospel telling of Easter Sunday, there is the unpredictability of resurrection
itself. Despite the ways in which the gospels prepare us for Jesus’s resurrection, it still catch
us by surprise. My experience of everyday life is that resurrection can still catch us off
guard with surprising moments of hope, unexpected signs of new life, experiences of the
real, the sacred even in the darkness.
I was very struck by the film from Ukraine of a woman returning to her bombed apartment
to play her baby grand piano for the last time before leaving for safety. It was a deeply
poignant moment, at once profoundly sad but also powerfully life-affirming, pointing to the
resilience of the human spirit and also, for me as a Christian, to the resurrection hope
which is at the heart of our faith.
In the midst of uncertainty, may we always keep our eyes open and look and hope and
work for the surprise of resurrection.

As I said last month, we are very much looking forward to having another serious of Friday
lunches throughout Lent. It is such a good way of being able to talk to people from across
the whole parish. We have decided that funds from the Parish Project this year will go towards the Corby Foodbank. As you probably know, this is supported by the Trussel Trust
which has a nationwide network of foodbanks which works to combat poverty and hunger
across the country. We feel it is a particularly appropriate charity to support at the moment with the expected rise in the cost of living, in particular the rise in energy costs. So
many people will be affected.
The complete list of venues for the lunches is:
March 4th

Catherine Nicholson (01572 823204)
Stockeston Hall, LE15 9JS

March 11th

Nini Murray-Philipson (01858 555233)
The Cottage, Blaston, LE16 8DE

March 18th

John Henniker-Major (01536 770320)
Linden House, Brook Lane, Great Easton. LE16 8SJ

March 25th

Louise Newton (01858 565437)
Manor Farmhouse, Drayton, LE16 8SD

April 1st

Medbourne Church
Please ring Margaret Tufts for information on 01858 565911

April 8th

Clare Colacicchi (01536 772407)
Castle View Farm, Bringhurst, LE16 8RJ

Lunches start at 12.30 but the timing is relaxed. These lunches are part of our Lent preparation so they are very simple, for example bread and cheese, perhaps a bowl of soup and
an apple. Please do come to any or all of the lunches if you can. There is no need to contact anyone in advance but please do ring me if you would like any more information.
Mary Henniker-Major
01536 770320

A Lent lunch was held in Stockerston on 4th March, kindly hosted by the Nicholson Family
and it was lovely to see so many there.
This month’s service is on Good Friday at 7.30pm we look forward to welcoming you all.
Thanks to Mary Patston for preparing the church.
Look out for further details of our services in the Parish Magazine and online:
https://secretary2232.wixsite.com/sixsaintscircaholt

At the Communion Service at St Giles on 13 March we contemplated the horrors of the
Russian invasion of Ukraine, seeking divine intervention to stop this inhuman war going
on in the centre of our Europe. The generous offertory was handed over to the Ukraine
Relief Appeal.
The Blaston Lent Lunch provided so graciously by Nini Murray-Philipson (greatly helped
by Stephanie Sharpe) on 11 March was a well-attended enjoyable social event. The proceeds went to the 2022 parish project.
Blaston St Giles annual general meeting, followed by Blaston annual civic meeting will
take place on Tuesday 26 April at 7:00 pm at Stone House, by kind invitation of Michael
and Julien Sheridan. The agendas for both meetings will be posted on the village notice
board shortly.
Our next service at Blaston will be on Palm Sunday, 10 April, at 9:00 am. Please come to
this service in preparation for Easter festivities a week later.
Family on Duty Reminder. April: Lane family
May:

Coon family

St Andrews Church Great Easton.
PLEASE HELP
The annual churchyard 'spring clean' will take place at 10.00am on Saturday
9th April. Many hands make light work so do please come along with gardening
tools. Coffee provided.

Entry: 7pm for 7.30pm

Please note this will be a short service of the
word and will not include Holy Communion.

GREAT EASTON & DISTRICT
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY
Wednesday, 27th April
7.30 pm Village Hall

Dr Vivian Anthony
author and historian
gives an illustrated presentation

The Rise of Uppingham
its history and development as a market town.

Visitors and non-members £2 entrance fee
As an interim precaution, seating is spaced and
(apologies) refreshments are not provided

ST.ANDREW’S CHURCH – ROTA OF SIDESPEOPLE
APRIL 2022
Sunday 10th April 10.45.a.m Philip Kendal & Mary Henniker-Major
Palm Sunday,
Medbourne
Sunday 24th April 10.45.a.m.
Vicki Barribal & Julia Bowder
If any of these dates are inconvenient, please arrange to swap with someone, or if you have a problem contact Julia Bowder on 01536 771539.

With Spring well under way we will be spending as much time outside as usual – if you are
walking past Medbourne Village Hall take a look at the pots of bulbs which the children
planted last autumn. There will be a good display of tulips, daffodils and grape hyacinths
which add a lot of colour to the area. They also attract bees and flies which interest the
children.
We are working our way through the alphabet with a different sound every week. We all
enjoyed the sound of the week ‘”m” which meant we could make monsters, talk about the
moon (and other planets), make maps, explore magnets and metals and find out which
things stick to a magnet and which ones don’t! We also enjoyed making Mother’s Day
cards for our all the hard-working mums.
At Easter time we will be hunting round the grounds of the Village Hall during our annual
Easter Egg Hunt which the children love!
The annual Plant Fair will be running again this year – as a’ Plants on the Pavement’ event.
This year we will be selling plants from outside Rebekah’s at 50 Main Street, Medbourne
and from outside Jane’s at 37 High Street, Great Easton. Look out for the stalls which
should be running from late March onwards. Watch this space, village emails, notice
boards and WhatsApp groups for more information. All money raised will go towards
Medbourne Pre school.

Contact : secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org

Volunteers Needed!
Medbourne Village Hall Committee
Whether long term village resident or newcomer, working or retired, if you could spare
some time to be part of the team managing your village hall, then you would be making a
real contribution to the local community.
Phase 1 of the village hall redevelopment was completed in 2021 and further major works
are planned in the future, so it's an exciting time to join a forward thinking, active and enthusiastic team who look after the day-to-day running of the village hall.
Volunteering opportunities are available now for a Secretary and also for someone to take
responsibility for Bookings. Both roles are vital to the smooth running and overall management of the village hall.
For further details please contact: Brian Godfrey ( Chairman ) 07831 618 994

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 2022
Medbourne cum Holt
We are hoping that the whole village will become involved with our celebration of this
unique occasion. It would be wonderful if all the village could festoon their houses with
flags and bunting so as to make this a very memorable occasion.
Please put these dates in your diary:
Thursday 2nd June: Holt Road - courtesy of the Beaty Family
9.15pm Beacon, fireworks and hotdogs
Friday 3rd June
Bell ringing before the Special Thanksgiving Service for the Queen at Medbourne Church
which is at 2pm
Tea and cakes supplied by the WI
Saturday 4th June
Village Treasure Hunt and Activities at the Sports Club & Bar
Sunday 5th June
Big Jubilee Lunch
To be held in the Village Hall grounds and along the towpath (weather permitting)
Everyone is invited for lunch which will be funded by donations from the Parish Council.
Fancy Dress Parade, Best Crown Competition, Boat Race, cutting of the Platinum Cake, and
music.
We will be looking for volunteers nearer the date to cook and bake and will be finalising
numbers at the beginning of May.
A leaflet will be posted into everybody’s letterbox nearer the time giving full details of
what is happening.
Please contact one of the following Jubilee Committee Members if you would like to volunteer, have a stunning idea or would like to make a donation.
Meriel Godfrey - 07867506284, Gill Pemberton - 01858 565214, Elaine Hall - 01858
565305, Lynn Easton - 01858 565364, Gillie Wilson - 01858 565404, Penny Polito - 01858
565889, Janet Meek - 07515435905

New Squirrel Section at Medbourne for 4-5 year olds
1st Welland Valley Scouts are launching a Squirrel Section for 4-5 year olds after Easter to
run on Mondays, 5.15- 6pm at Medbourne Village Hall.
Every week, Squirrels will gather to grow and learn their way through lots of different
games and activities. Sessions will be packed with outdoors activities, fun, games, badges,
laughter, and so much more to help our youngest members learn the skills they need for
life. Squirrels can achieve anything they set their minds to – and they have lots of fun
along the way.
The sessions will be a brilliant opportunity for young people and adult volunteers to take
their first step into being part of Scouts. As well as 4-5 year olds, the Squirrel Section will
include some 14-18 year olds as Young Leaders, possibly working towards DofE awards
and parent volunteers.
Debbie Billington, lead volunteer for Harborough District said “Volunteering will help us
bring every day adventure, fun and challenge to even more young people in the area. This
will support and challenge more young people to discover new talents, reach their potential and become active members within their communities.
During the pandemic we have grown our youth membership but our waiting lists have
grown even more. We can only offer more places to young people if we have the corresponding adult volunteers. It’s not only leaders to work directly with young people that we
need but help with admin, book-keeping and record keeping. And what’s more we know
that volunteering with the Scouts is good for you.”
If you would like to volunteer, help out as a 14-18 year old young leader or add your child
to our waiting lists then email Debbie on 1stwv@harboroughscouts.org.uk or visit the
Join page our website www.harboroughscouts.org.uk You can select your preferred
group and how you would like to help.

MEDBOURNE PRE-SCHOOL ASSISTANT
VACANCY
We are looking for a new member of staff to join our small, friendly village Pre-school.
If you are flexible, hardworking and most importantly passionate about children’s learning, play and development, we would love to hear from you. Following the Early Years
Foundation Stage Framework, you would help to provide a safe, high quality education
and stimulating environment for children aged 2-4 years.
A level 3 qualification in childcare/early years is preferred but training options can be discussed if applicants have a Grade C in GCSE (or equivalent) Maths and English. A commitment to safeguarding children is the central focus of every stage of our recruitment process. An enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service Check (DBS) is required for this role and
applicants must be prepared to disclose any convictions.
Medbourne Pre-school operates Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9.15-3.15 during term
time and we are looking for support at least two mornings per week. For more information about what we do please visit www.medbournepreschool.com
Start date: September (but hours may be available during the summer term).
Hours: Part time
Location: Medbourne Village Hall, LE16 8DT
Please contact Committee Chair Ruth Mitchell for job description and application form
on ruthlmitch@gmail.com.

with Spring here now, more daylight and Easter, there is so much to tempt you into your
garden. There are many lovely sights to see with the various Narcissus (Daffodils) and Tulips
providing a great show to lift our spirits not least the many spring blossoms. A favourite of
mine is Prunus kojo no mia, this is a shrub which stands up to about 1.5 meters tall, its fairly
slow at growing but it makes up for with amazing small white/pink flowers, followed by
green leaves, then a touch paper is lit and the most incredibly Autumn red colour leaves.
Once the leaves fall off you see the bare stems, but these are twisted which adds another
attribute to the plant.
If you have started sowing your seeds this month in your Greenhouse/windowsills you will
need to check on them regularly as they can grow very quickly. If indoors turn them so they
don’t get too leggy. Once they have their True Leaves ie 2nd pair of leaves you can then
prick them out into trays or individual pots. Ensure you water them after pricking out, do
not when pricking out ever hold the seedling by its stem as you can crush the seedling only
hold it by the leaves. Sometimes the seedlings may flag for a day or so, if possible, give
them some shade for a few days they should then pick up themselves back up.
Sweet Peas (Lathyrus Odoratus) have to be a must for many an English country garden,
their aroma/scent and the lovely pastel shades work wonderfully for the summer months. If
you have not sown your Sweet Peas, you are not too late. Prepare the area by digging in
plenty of Organic matter as sweet peas are hungry plants. If you have grown your own in
pots they can be planted outside from mid/late May once the worst of the frosts have finished. If you have not grown them indoors, you can always sow them direct outside from
April, plant about 1cm deep, keep an eye that they don’t get attacked by mice or birds, you
can always put some small twigs over the site once you have sown them. Remember they
will require a framework to grow up ideally hazel sticks are best if not 6-foot canes will work
or even an obelisk would work well. Once they start flowering keep them watered and fed
with a High Potash feed eg Tomato feed. The most important job is to keep picking them on
a regular basis, so that they don’t go to seed.
Shrubs such as Forsythia and Kerria require pruning after they have finished flowering, remove approx a third of the plant, ideally if you can take the shoots out as low as possible.

and Potentilla (shrub form) which flowers in the summer can be given a light trim over in
April. As for Penstemon and Verbena Bonariensis which flower up to the first frost can
now be cut down to approx. 4 inches 10cm to encourage new growth for which it will
flower on.
Plants which are grown in any pots, containers or baskets will require you to keep an eye
on them for watering at this time of year, we may have had a good winter of rain but it
doesn’t take long for them to dry out as the rain will struggle to get through the canopy of
the plant, remember that wind/sun can be a cause of plants drying out. If you have winter/spring bedding in them, give them a deadhead and a weak liquid feed this will encourage them to keep flowering.
Weeds will be starting to appear now so do keep your hoe ready to nip these before they
start getting too big, if you use a small hand fork or a border for it will keep the soil open
allowing water to get down to the roots of the plants.
Alistair Tip:
Keep an eye on the weather as we can still get pesky frost in April and May so don’t be
tempted to put out any of your tender plants particularly Summer Bedding plants.
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We Need Your Support!
Without the continued support of our local businesses
who advertise with us, Parish Councils, Clubs and Societies our Parish Magazine wouldn’t be possible.
If you are a local business and would like to support us
please do get in touch.

E: secretary@sixsaintscircaholt.org
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Medbourne Post Office and
Village Stores
Monday - Friday 08.00 –13.45 14.15- 17.30
Saturday

08.00 - 13.00

Sunday

08.30 - 12.00

POST OFFICE, FRESH BREAD & PASTRIES,, NEWSPAPERS, GROCERIES,
FRESH FRUIT & VEGETABLES,
DELICATESSEN, COTTAGE DELIGHT
PRODUCTS, SANDWICHES, CHILLED DRINKS,
GREETINGS CARDS.

Springbank. Medbourne,
Leicestershire, LE16 8EB
Telephone: 01858 565928

01536 625725

